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Whenever possible in this electronic version of my presentation, I have provided for 
your convenience: 
 
• Links to Amazon so that you can compare prices of used and new mentor texts I 

make reference to, and you can add any titles to your wish list if you’re logged in to 
Amazon. 

• Direct links to online versions of the student samples I display so that you can 
examine them more clearly during the presentation or at a later date.    Just click on 
the student sample on a slide. 

• Direct links to online versions of the teacher models I display so that you can 
examine them more clearly during the presentation or at a later date.  You can also 
follow me on Pinterest to access hundreds more teachers models and student 
samples. 

• Direct links to lessons I cite that are posted at either the Always Write or WritingFix 
websites.   

• If you save this electronic version of my presentation to your own computer or flash 
drive, you will have permanent access to all links and student samples.  I will be 
removing the electronic version of this presentation from my website on August 1. 

http://corbettharrison.com/
http://writingfix.com/


A Poem I Share with my Students & Teachers 
think about this poem’s metaphorical idea on a personal and a professional level 

Fire by Judy Brown 
 
What makes a fire burn 
is space between the logs, 
a breathing space. 
Too much of a good thing, 
too many logs 
packed in too tight 
can douse the flames 
almost as surely 
as a pail of water would. 

So building fires 
requires attention 
to the spaces in between, 
as much as to the wood. 

When we are able to build 
open spaces 
in the same way 
we have learned 
to pile on the logs, 
then we can come to see how 
it is fuel, and absence of the fuel 
together, that make fire possible. 
 
We only need to lay a log 
lightly from time to time. 

A fire 
grows 
simply because the space is there, 
with openings 
in which the flame 
that knows just how it wants to burn 
can find its way. 

Fire?  Wood/logs?   
Fuel?  Space? 

http://www.loveyourselfnaturally.com/a-poem-fire-judy-brown/
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• In 1999, I purchased this domain 
name upon completing my Master’s. 

• Between 2001-2009, the website 
received sponsorship from local 
grants and grew like crazy! 

• When funding dried up, Dena and I 
took  it upon ourselves to keep the 
website online. 

• Over 400 FREE lessons and resources, 
but no new updates. 

• In 2008, I launched a new website of 
lessons and resources. 

• “Always Write” was taken, so the web 
address is my name. 

• Type Always Write in Google, and we 
are currently the first hit. 

• It’s focused on my personal lessons, 
resources, and my students’ samples. 

• Free monthly lessons and access to 
dozens of resources. 
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Philosophy & Focuses: 
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Please take three minutes to PARTNER UP, look over the LEARNING STYLE 
page of your handout (second page), and discuss the following: 

• Of the four learning styles defined (mastery, understanding, interpersonal, 
and self-expressive), which two styles would appeal most to you when 
asked by an instructor or mentor to learn something new?  Why? 

• Which of the four learning styles is the most NOT like you?  Why? 
• How do you think your students divide into these four learning style groups? 
• In general, which learning style group do you think struggles the most in 

school in general?  Why?  What about in your classroom? 
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35 
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15 
  1 

15 
24 

Discover what these numbers mean at my website’s Grouping Strategies Resource Page. 
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Love your Language 



Love your Language 

15th century ship rat 



Love your Language 



Love your Language 
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What’s personification?  

(noun)  the act of giving human attributes or 
characteristics to a non-human noun (like a dog 
or a chair) or to an abstract noun (like confusion 
or joy or democracy) 

The Sky is Low, the Clouds are Mean 
by Emily Dickinson 
 
The sky is low, the clouds are mean, 
A travelling flake of snow 
Across a barn or through a rut 
Debates if it will go. 
 
A narrow wind complains all day 
How some one treated him; 
Nature, like us, is sometimes caught 
Without her diadem. 

Miss Alaineus 
by Debra Frasier 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0152060537/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0152060537&linkId=cb3155acffd18d99af555d906b96fe04
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0152060537/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0152060537&linkId=cb3155acffd18d99af555d906b96fe04
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0152060537/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0152060537&linkId=cb3155acffd18d99af555d906b96fe04


Juggling W.A.C. & Clowning around with Vocab. 
all while lion taming the dreadful monster known as  plagiarism 

Follow along on your device: http://corbettharrison.com/documents/SanAngelo2.pdf  Twitter hashtag: #AlwaysWrite 

What’s personification?  

(noun)  the act of giving human attributes or 
characteristics to a non-human noun (like a dog 
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Yes, it really is a 
word! 

Vocabulary Collectors 

Meaningful writing activity = personify vocabulary 

It’s easy.  You simply have to tap 
into your poetic brain.  I’ll show 
you the process I go through. 
 

One of my favorite words is the 
transitive verb defenestrate. 

“But how do I personify a 
vocabulary word?” you ask. 

I first asked myself what kind of 
person would I associate with 
that word, and my answer was a 
Hollywood stuntman because 
they are thrown from windows. Meet Mr. Defenestrate, my visualized 

stuntman! 



Yes, it really is a 
word! 

Vocabulary Collectors 

Meaningful writing activity = personify vocabulary 

Meet Mr. Defenestrate, my visualized 
stuntman! 

Next I came up with a rough draft  of who he 
is and why his name and appearance fits him. 



Vocabulary Collectors 

Meaningful writing activity = personify vocabulary 

Next I came up with a rough draft  of who he 
is and why his name and appearance fits him. 

Finally I crafted a piece of writing about 
him on my vocabulary sheet. 



Vocabulary Collectors 

Meaningful writing activity = personify vocabulary 

Personified Vocabulary Rubric: 

4 points 3 points 2 points 1 point 

The personification  
does all of these: 

The personification  
does three of these: 

The personification  
does two of these: 

The personification  
does one of these: 

• The personified 
word is visually and 
neatly represented. 

• The personified 
word is visually and 
neatly represented. 

• The personified 
word is visually and 
neatly represented. 

• The personified 
word is visually and 
neatly represented. 

• The description is at 
least 3 sentences. 

• The description is at 
least 3 sentences. 

• The description is at 
least 3 sentences. 

• The description is at 
least 3 sentences. 

• The description 
explains the job, the 
personality, or the 
mannerisms of the 
personified word. 

• The description 
explains the job, the 
personality, or the 
mannerisms of the 
personified word. 

• The description 
explains the job, the 
personality, or the 
mannerisms of the 
personified word. 

• The description 
explains the job, the 
personality, or the 
mannerisms of the 
personified word. 

• The word’s definition 
clearly connects to 
the personification. 

• The word’s definition 
clearly connects to 
the personification. 

• The word’s definition 
clearly connects to 
the personification. 

• The word’s definition 
clearly connects to 
the personification.  

Click here for a printable version of this rubric for your students. 

http://corbettharrison.com/documents/VOCAB/personification-rubric.pdf
http://corbettharrison.com/documents/VOCAB/personification-rubric.pdf
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What’s a haiku?  

(noun) an English interpretation of Japanese 
poetry format of seventeen syllables, in three 
lines of five, seven, and five, traditionally 
evoking images of the natural world. 

If Not for the Cat 
by Jack Prelutsky 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0060596775/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0060596775&linkId=1cea448033efb17cad47635d6185d6f6
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0060596775/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0060596775&linkId=1cea448033efb17cad47635d6185d6f6
http://photos1.blogger.com/blogger/872/1861/1600/ifnot3.0.jpg
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If Not for the Cat 
by Jack Prelutsky 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0060596775/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0060596775&linkId=1cea448033efb17cad47635d6185d6f6
http://image.slidesharecdn.com/theenchantedworldofpoetrybybarbaraszuba-100425170449-phpapp01/95/the-enchanted-world-of-poetry-by-barbara-szuba-16-728.jpg?cb=1272216011


Vocabulary Collectors 

Meaningful writing activity = vocabulary haikus 

A haiku is an English imitation of 
a Japanese poetry format.  The 
traditional Japanese haiku 
contains seventeen syllables 
expressed in three lines. Haikus 
are often about mankind’s 
connections to nature, to the 
seasons of life, or they juxtapose 
two seemingly unrelated objects.  
All in just seventeen syllables! 
 
Juxtapose?  That sounds like a 
vocabulary word we better learn. 



Vocabulary Collectors 

Meaningful writing activity = vocabulary haikus 

noun form: juxtaposition 
 

root analysis: iuxta (Latin root, meaning 

‘near’ or ‘beside’) + positio (Latin root, 

meaning ‘to place’) 
 

Showing sentence: “In art class 
yesterday, we juxtaposed a famous 
black and white photo with a 
famous color photo and examined 
the differences as we debated.” 
 

(examined= transitive verb; debated = intransitive) 

juxtapose (transitive verb)   — to 
place two things side by side for 
the purpose of comparing them. 



Vocabulary Collectors 

Meaningful writing activity = vocabulary haikus 

This is an optional extra poetry and 
partner task for teachers using this 
PowerPoint lesson.  Click here for a 
printable version of these haikus. 

Compare these three haikus, 
written by great Japanese writers.  
Which one do you like best? Why? 

Look up these three vocabulary 
adjectives that one could associate 
with nature: pristine, migratory, 
innate.  Which could you put in an 
interesting haiku? 
 
Work with a partner to design a 
vocabulary haiku that would earn a 
four on the rubric.  Be creative! 

In the twilight rain 
These brilliant-hued hibiscus -- 
A lovely sunset. 
 

      -- Matsuo Basho (1644-1694) 

Toward those short trees 
We saw a hawk descending 
On a day in spring. 
 

     -- Masaoka Shiki (1867-1902) 

Over the wintry 
forest, winds howling in rage 
with no leaves to blow. 
 
     -- Natsume Soseki (1867-1916) 

http://corbettharrison.com/documents/VOCAB/Haiku-poems.pdf
http://corbettharrison.com/documents/VOCAB/Sylvia-Plath-Poem.pdf
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Meaningful writing activity = vocabulary haikus 

The Rubric 

4 points 3 points 

The vocabulary haiku 
does all of these: 

The vocabulary haiku 
does three of these: 

• All words are spelled 
right, and the vocab 
word is underlined. 

• All words are spelled 
right, and the vocab 
word is underlined. 

• The haiku juxtaposes 
two items or links to 
nature somehow. 

• The haiku juxtaposes 
two items or links to 
nature somehow. 

• The haiku uses the  
5-7-5 pattern. 

• The haiku uses the  
5-7-5 pattern. 

• The haiku is neatly 
presented in a 
colorful or visual 
way. 

• The haiku is neatly 
presented in a 
colorful or visual 
way. 

Oh, powerful sun                               (5)    
When juxtaposed with our Earth,  (7) 

We seem small indeed.                    (5) 

Score it!  Did it earn a 3 or 4? 
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Meaningful writing activity = vocabulary haikus 

The Rubric 

4 points 3 points 

The vocabulary haiku 
does all of these: 

The vocabulary haiku 
does three of these: 

• All words are spelled 
right, and the vocab 
word is underlined. 

• All words are spelled 
right, and the vocab 
word is underlined. 

• The haiku juxtaposes 
two items or links to 
nature somehow. 

• The haiku juxtaposes 
two items or links to 
nature somehow. 

• The haiku uses the  
5-7-5 pattern. 

• The haiku uses the  
5-7-5 pattern. 

• The haiku is neatly 
presented in a 
colorful or visual 
way. 

• The haiku is neatly 
presented in a 
colorful or visual 
way. 

Score it!  Did it earn a 3 or 4? 

Follow our Vocabulary Board at Pinterest. 

https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/46/2e/f5/462ef5d708841f6f851f98a929faaa39.jpg
https://www.pinterest.com/corbettharrison/vocabulary-collectors/
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Meaningful writing activity = vocabulary haikus 

The Rubric 

4 points 3 points 

The vocabulary haiku 
does all of these: 

The vocabulary haiku 
does three of these: 

• All words are spelled 
right, and the vocab 
word is underlined. 

• All words are spelled 
right, and the vocab 
word is underlined. 

• The haiku juxtaposes 
two items or links to 
nature somehow. 

• The haiku juxtaposes 
two items or links to 
nature somehow. 

• The haiku uses the  
5-7-5 pattern. 

• The haiku uses the  
5-7-5 pattern. 

• The haiku is neatly 
presented in a 
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• The haiku is neatly 
presented in a 
colorful or visual 
way. 

Score it!  Did it earn a 3 or 4? 

Follow our Vocabulary Board at Pinterest. 
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Find these vocabulary lists on the third page of your handout: 

Work with a partner or in a group of three.  No groups of four or more! 
• Select one word from the tier-2 list that you know the meaning of. 
• Select one word from the tier-3 list that you know the meaning of. 
• Personify one of the words, using the provided rubric to maximize your score. 
• Put the other word into a vocabulary haiku, using provided rubric to maximize 

your score. 
• EVERYone needs  their own copy of the writing, so EVERYone needs to write down 

what the group decides to write. 
• Be prepared to share both your personification and your haiku. 
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Find these three writers’ words on the fourth page of your handout: 

Dante, 4th grade 
bats 

Dena, 5th grade 
Argentina 

Wittekin, 5th grade 
big bang theory 

Olympic Event: Who 
learned the most about 
their topic as evidenced 
by their short piece of 
writing? 

Who Placed Where? 
Decide who will stand 
where on this Olympic 
podium if this was an 
actual event. 



Juggling W.A.C. & Clowning around with Vocab. 
all while lion taming the dreadful monster known as  plagiarism 

Follow along on your device: http://corbettharrison.com/documents/SanAngelo2.pdf  Twitter hashtag: #AlwaysWrite 



Juggling W.A.C. & Clowning around with Vocab. 
all while lion taming the dreadful monster known as  plagiarism 

Follow along on your device: http://corbettharrison.com/documents/SanAngelo2.pdf  Twitter hashtag: #AlwaysWrite 

What I took from Barry Lane’s 51 Wacky We-Search Reports: 

In between the research and the final product… 

…there absolutely needs to be (two or) three steps… 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0965657469/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0965657469&linkId=d80ebfeb95430c853ae7a460d5a2418f
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0965657469/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0965657469&linkId=d80ebfeb95430c853ae7a460d5a2418f
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0965657469/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0965657469&linkId=d80ebfeb95430c853ae7a460d5a2418f
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0965657469/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0965657469&linkId=d80ebfeb95430c853ae7a460d5a2418f
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In between the research and the final product… 

…there absolutely needs to be (two or) three steps… 

Step 1:  Work with a partner to summarize 
the research in an interesting way that 
absolutely can’t be plagiarized. 

Step 2:  Publish and share those interesting pieces of summary 
writing, requiring the students talk about the facts they have 
learned about out loud to one another. 

Step 3:  Put the research away and have 
students plan their more formal writing piece 
with only their summaries in front of them. 
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Imagine there is a PLANET SCHOOL.  The planet Jupiter attends, learning lessons that all 
planets must know.  Create five subjects, assign Jupiter a grade for those subjects, then  
provide a teacher comment or two that explains the letter grade given. Read article for ideas. 



Vocabulary Collectors 

Meaningful writing activity = Imper-Inter-Exclam Sets! 

Welcome!  
  
This slide presentation will 
teach you how to create an 
Imperative, Interrogative, 
and Exclamatory Set of 
Sentences based on one of 
the vocabulary words you 
have collected for the week.  
It will also provide the criteria 
for you to be able to receive 
full credit for your Imper-
Inter-Exclam Sentence Set. 

Most of the sentences 
you speak are 
declarative in nature; 
you’re simply stating 
ideas.  There are three 
other sentence types 

that we use when speaking and writing: 
imperative, interrogative, and exclamatory. 
 
This vocabulary writing activity asks you to not 
only create example vocabulary sentences for 
each of these three sentence types, but it also 
asks you to experiment with contextual clues to 
prove that you understand your word’s meaning. 



Vocabulary Collectors 

Meaningful writing activity = Imper-Inter-Exclam Sets! 

imperative (adjective)  — 1.  describ-
ing something of vital importance; 
2. describing a sentence that makes 
a command. 

Many English words have more than 
one meaning listed in the dictionary.  
This means that the vocabulary word 
can be used in a variety of ways…or 
contexts…and depending on how the 
word is used determines the meaning 
you want to write down in your 
vocabulary collections. 

So if you read this sentence-- “The 
imperative CPR lesson ended up saving 
a life that day.” --you would need to 
ask, “Which of the word’s two meanings 
is the right one based on how the word 
is used alongside the other words?” 

My Vocabulary Haiku: 
Approaching the stream, (5) 
Sipping that imperative  (7) 
Water.  Survival. (5) 

Definition #1 



Vocabulary Collectors 

Meaningful writing activity = Imper-Inter-Exclam Sets! 

interrogatative (adjective)  — 1.  
describing something that is 
questioning; 2. describing a  
sentence that asks a question. 

Here’s another 25-cent vocabulary word 
that has more than one meaning in the 
dictionary.   

So if you read this sentence-- “Frank’s 
interrogative eyebrows always arch 
when he hears debatable claims from 
his teachers and classmates.” --you 
would need to ask, “Which of the two 
meanings is the right one based on how 
the word is used alongside the other 
words?” 

Noun Verb Adjective Adverb 

interrogation interrogate interrogative interrogatively 

Interrogative is a part of an “E.G.O.T.” 
 
 
 

because it has all four forms! 

My silly E.G.O.T. sentence:  When the 
captain interrogates a criminal, he begins 
that interrogation by asking his partner to 
never interrogatively interrupt any of his 
interrogative inquiries to the prisoner. 

Hey!  What else besides eyebrows and 
sentences might be described with this 
vocab word?  Discuss it with a partner. 



Vocabulary Collectors 

Meaningful writing activity = Imper-Inter-Exclam Sets! 

exclamatory (adjective)  — 1.  
describing something that makes a 
protest or makes an outcry; 2. 
describing a sentence that requires 
an exclamation point at the end. 

Here’s a final 25-cent vocabulary word 
that has more than one meaning in the 
dictionary. Click to see my analysis! 

So if you read this sentence -- “The 
unexpected and unfair change to the 
policy was responsible for an 
exclamatory cry from the employees.”  
-- you would need to ask, “Which of the 
two meanings is the right one based on 
how the word is used alongside the 
other words?” 

Hey!  What else besides cries and 
sentences might be described with this 
word?  Come up with three ideas. 

root analysis: ex (Greek root, meaning 

‘out’) + clamare (Greek root, meaning 

‘cry’) 
 

Three related words: clamor (an 

outcry from a crowd), claim (something 

you cry out loud in a debate), acclaim 
(something that makes you cry out using 
praise for someone or something).  



Vocabulary Collectors 

Meaningful writing activity = Imper-Inter-Exclam Sets! 

There are Four Sentence Types in English and They Have Fancy Names: 

declarative 
 

(adjective) describing a sentence that 
makes a statement and requires a period at 
the end.  Most spoken and written English 
sentences are declarative. 
 
Examples:  I like to eat dill pickles. 
                     The stranger helped me out. 

imperative 
 

(adjective) describing a sentence that 
makes a command.  A period or exclama-
tion point can be used, based on the 
emotional delivery of the command.  
 
Examples:  Find me a pencil. 
                     Leave this house immediately! 

interrogative 
 

(adjective) describing a sentence that asks 
a question and requires a question mark.  
 
Examples:  Are you serious about that? 
                     When did the movie let out? 

exclamatory 
 

(adjective) describing a sentence that  
makes a strong emotional outcry.  
 
Examples:  That is so incredibly ridiculous! 
                     I am in love with dill pickles! 



Vocabulary Collectors 

Meaningful writing activity = Imper-Inter-Exclam Sets! 

Here is a fun vocabulary word—loquacious—used in all four sentence types! 

declarative 
 

The loquacious student earned a detention 
after being warned about not listening to 
the teacher’s important directions. 
 
 
 
 

imperative 
 

Stand up during the debate and be 
loquacious!  The quieter arguers rarely win 
a debate match. 
 

interrogative 
 

Does he not realize that being too 
loquacious on a first date turns a girl off?  
Most girls like both conversation and 
moments of silence to think. 
 

exclamatory 
 

If you can’t stop being loquacious, I am 
going to scream like crazy!  I need you to 
not say a word to me and walk away. 
 

Read these four sets of sentences I have created for you.  Can 
you tell me what loquacious means based on the context clues I 
have left for you in my sentences?  Be smart and read the clues! 



Vocabulary Collectors 

Meaningful writing activity = Imper-Inter-Exclam Sets! 

loquacious (adjective)  — tending to 
talk a great deal; overly chatty. 

One of your new vocabulary options 
each week is to take one of your words 
and create a set of three Imper-Inter-
Exclam sentences.   
 
Each sentence type must be followed by 
a second sentence that is declaratory in 
nature.  With your three sets of 
sentences, you must leave context clues 
so that someone who didn’t know the 
word could make a wise guess about its 
meaning.   

Do you see how each sentence type is 
followed by a declarative sentence in 
my examples?  Notice my context clues? 

Imperative: Stand up during the debate and 
be loquacious!  The quieter arguers rarely 
win a debate match. 
 

Interrogative: Does he not realize that being 
too loquacious on a first date turns a girl 
off?  Most girls like both conversation and 
moments of silence to think. 
 

Exclamatory: If you can’t stop being 
loquacious, I am going to scream!  I need 
you to not say a word to me and walk away. 



Vocabulary Collectors 

Meaningful writing activity = Imper-Inter-Exclam Sets! 

sexton (noun)  — a person who works 
for a church by attending its grounds 
and ringing its bells during services. 

Let’s practice with an older word that 
comes with a specific context: sexton. 
 

Here is a poem to teach and discuss; it 
uses this older vocabulary word. 
 

What imperative command followed by 
a declarative sentence could you write 
for the word sexton?  Leave a clue! 

What interrogative question followed 
by a declarative sentence would you 
write?   

Imperative:  
 
 
 
 

Interrogative: 
 
 
 
 

Exclamatory: 

What exclamatory and emotional 
statement followed by a declarative 
sentence might you write?   

                       How about? “Find me the  
sexton.  Our churchyard needs some  
landscaping done.” 

                       How about? “What’s a  
sexton get paid?  It depends on how often 
he is required to ring the church bell.” 

                       How about? “What a mess!   
Our sexton needs to start doing his job 
and shovel snow before Sunday service.” 

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/174247
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/174247
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/174247


Vocabulary Collectors 

Meaningful writing activity = Imper-Inter-Exclam Sets! 

Imper-Inter-Exclam Sentence Sets Rubric: 

4 points 3 points 2 points 1 point 

The student’s 
sentences do all:  

The student’s 
sentences do three:  

The student’s 
sentences do two:  

The student’s 
sentences do one:  

• Each imperative, 
interrogative, and 
exclamatory 
sentence is followed 
by a declarative 
sentence. 

• Each imperative, 
interrogative, and 
exclamatory 
sentence is followed 
by a declarative 
sentence. 

• Each imperative, 
interrogative, and 
exclamatory 
sentence is followed 
by a declarative 
sentence. 

• Each imperative, 
interrogative, and 
exclamatory 
sentence is followed 
by a declarative 
sentence. 

• There are great 
context clues. 

• There are great 
context clues. 

• There are great 
context clues. 

• There are great 
context clues. 

• End punctuation (!, 
?, and .) is correct. 

• End punctuation (!, 
?, and .) is correct. 

• End punctuation (!, 
?, and .) is correct. 

• End punctuation (!, 
?, and .) is correct. 

• Spelling is correct. • Spelling is correct. • Spelling is correct. • Spelling is correct. 

Click here for a printable version of this rubric for your students. 

http://www.corbettharrison.com/documents/VOCAB/Imp-Int-Exc-Sentences-rubric.pdf
http://www.corbettharrison.com/documents/VOCAB/related-word-rubric.pdf


Juggling W.A.C. & Clowning around with Vocab. 
all while lion taming the dreadful monster known as  plagiarism 

Follow along on your device: http://corbettharrison.com/documents/SanAngelo2.pdf  Twitter hashtag: #AlwaysWrite 

Work with one partner or in a group of three to create a set of IMP-INT-EXCLAM 
sentences for one of these vocabulary words.  If you do this correctly, you will work 
together to create six different sentences in your set. 
 
REQUIRED: Create context clues in all your pairs of sentences that might help someone 
who doesn’t know the meaning of the word/phrase make a good, logical guess about 
the word’s meaning after reading your six sentences. 



Juggling W.A.C. & Clowning around with Vocab. 
all while lion taming the dreadful monster known as  plagiarism 

Follow along on your device: http://corbettharrison.com/documents/SanAngelo2.pdf  Twitter hashtag: #AlwaysWrite 

Imagine there is a PLANETARY COOKBOOK.  The recipe for making Jupiter Jubilee is one of the 
most popular in the cookbook, but it’s been lost.  Work with a partner to create a list of needed 
ingredients, instructions for mixing those ingredients, and recreate the missing recipe. 

http://writingfix.com/PDFs/wacky/Wacky_Recipe_Spread.pdf


Juggling W.A.C. & Clowning around with Vocab. 
all while lion taming the dreadful monster known as  plagiarism 

Follow along on your device: http://corbettharrison.com/documents/SanAngelo2.pdf  Twitter hashtag: #AlwaysWrite 

Imagine there is a PLANETARY COOKBOOK.  The recipe for making Jupiter Jubilee is one of the 
most popular in the cookbook, but it’s been lost.  Work with a partner to create a list of needed 
ingredients, instructions for mixing those ingredients, and recreate the missing recipe. 

Learn how to teach your favorite Wacky We-Search ideas well.  Over the years, I’ve created 
a great, step-by-step teaching plan: 
 
1. Brainstorm kitchen verbs as a language warm-up one day.  Save those lists. 
2. Before asking them to apply the format of a recipe to some non-fiction research, have 

them create a personal recipe: a recipe for the perfect weekend, a recipe for a 
disastrous school picture day, a recipe for the perfect grandparent, etc. 

3. Practice creating research-inspired recipes two times with partners before asking 
students to ever create a non-fiction one on their own. 

4. Inspire them with a mentor text! I use “Thunder Cake” and “Enemy Pie” 
5. Create class cookbooks based on a BIG topic that has many SMALLER topics, assigning 

each student a different smaller topic:  
• A cookbook for our solar system 
• A cookbook for the most important battles of the Civil War 
• A cookbook for the thirteen colonies 
• Chapter summary recipes for a class novel we are reading 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0698115813/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0698115813&linkId=b68c0e0a347a49cc1982b2d5fe3d9f2d
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/081182778X/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=081182778X&linkId=fdeac507331ee6fdc0247d5b5d5ce779


Juggling W.A.C. & Clowning around with Vocab. 
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http://corbettharrison.com/images/lesson_images/Stick-life-is-a-recipe-lg.jpg
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http://corbettharrison.com/images/Notebook-photos/alex-life-is-cookbook-lg.jpg
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Imagine there is a PLANETARY COOKBOOK.  The recipe for making Jupiter Jubilee is one of the 
most popular in the cookbook, but it’s been lost.  Work with a partner to create a list of needed 
ingredients, instructions for mixing those ingredients, and recreate the missing recipe. 

http://writingfix.com/PDFs/wacky/Wacky_Recipe_Spread.pdf


Vocabulary Collectors 

Meaningful writing activity = symbolic representations 

We Wear the Mask 
by Paul Laurence Dunbar   (1872-1906) 
 

    We wear the mask that grins and lies,  
    It hides our cheeks and shades our eyes,—  
    This debt we pay to human guile;  
    With torn and bleeding hearts we smile,  
    And mouth with myriad subtleties. 
 

    Why should the world be over-wise,  
    In counting all our tears and sighs?  
    Nay, let them only see us, while  
            We wear the mask. 
 

    We smile, but, O great Christ, our cries  
    To thee from tortured souls arise.  
    We sing, but oh the clay is vile  
    Beneath our feet, and long the mile;  
    But let the world dream otherwise,  
            We wear the mask! 

What do you think of my explanation? 

guile (noun)  — sly or crafty 
intelligence; skillful trickery. 

My Symbolic Representation: 

I went with a magician’s 
hat for this word 
because when tricks 
beguile me, I frustrate 
really easily.  Magicians 
are definitely sly and 
crafty. 

Image found at 
 http://www.wpclipart.com 

transitive verb form: (to) beguile 
adjective form: guiling or beguiling 
 

http://www.wpclipart.com/


Vocabulary Collectors 

Meaningful writing activity = symbolic representations 

We Wear the Mask 
by Paul Laurence Dunbar   (1872-1906) 
 

    We wear the mask that grins and lies,  
    It hides our cheeks and shades our eyes,—  
    This debt we pay to human guile;  
    With torn and bleeding hearts we smile,  
    And mouth with myriad subtleties. 
 

    Why should the world be over-wise,  
    In counting all our tears and sighs?  
    Nay, let them only see us, while  
            We wear the mask. 
 

    We smile, but, O great Christ, our cries  
    To thee from tortured souls arise.  
    We sing, but oh the clay is vile  
    Beneath our feet, and long the mile;  
    But let the world dream otherwise,  
            We wear the mask! 

Let’s try another vocabulary word! 

myriad (adjective)  — describing 
something countless or extremely 
great in number. 

noun form: also myriad, as in a 
myriad of stars in the sky. 

If you were to represent this abstract 
adjective/noun with something 
concrete, what would you choose? 
Come up with your most original idea 
(not stars!) by talking with a partner.  
Then create a smart two- or three-
sentence explanation of your choice. 



Vocabulary Collectors 

Meaningful writing activity = symbolic representations 

bulwark (noun)  — a defensive wall 
or something else serving as a 
safeguard. 

found on pg. 25 of The Pearl 

In soccer, teammates 
can form a bulwark  
against the opposing  
team.  I will associate  
this picture with the  
word bulwark the  
next time I encounter it.  I sometimes 
wish I had an imaginary wall of soccer 
players I could put up between    
 me and the world. Image found at 

 http://www.gettyimages.com 

I chose a symbolic representation: 

https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/cd/0c/2b/cd0c2b22cbb1731976a9ff9bbcba0eb9.jpg
http://www.gettyimages.com/
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Work with one partner or in a group of three to brainstorm an original symbolic 
representation or metaphor for any two different words from either list above. 
 
REQUIRED: Once the group decides on a metaphor, each group member must write 
his/her own 3-sentence explanation of the metaphor without talking to his/her group 
members. 
 
When everyone has written the three-sentence explanations, share them and decide 
who used the best verbs in their explanation. 



Juggling W.A.C. & Clowning around with Vocab. 
all while lion taming the dreadful monster known as  plagiarism 
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31 Uses for a Mom 
by Harriet Ziefert 

My online lesson using this mentor text: 

Unique Job Descriptions and Noun Phrases 

1. Brainstorm 2- and 3-word noun phrases that 
could be called “job descriptions” for a personal 
topic or for a topic you’ve researched. 

2. Decide on a set number; let’s say “9,” for this 
example. 

3. Everyone publishes a “9 Uses for a [topic]” list.  
They select their 9 best ideas from the original 
brainstorm to publish. 

4. Everyone shares his/her list with a small group, 
verbally explaining details about each item on 
the final list out loud, in his/her own words. 

5. For research topics— “9 Uses for Jupiter,” for 
example—students can select the three or four 
best job descriptions and make those the sub-
topics for a more formal essay. 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/039923862X/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=039923862X&linkId=f64d7835c11a03fb637a2cd66975e767
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/039923862X/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=039923862X&linkId=f64d7835c11a03fb637a2cd66975e767
http://corbettharrison.com/free_lessons/Unique-Job-Description-Noun-Phrases.htm
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31 Uses for a Mom 
by Harriet Ziefert 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/039923862X/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=039923862X&linkId=f64d7835c11a03fb637a2cd66975e767
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/039923862X/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=039923862X&linkId=f64d7835c11a03fb637a2cd66975e767
https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/6d/34/f5/6d34f52f2e1365efce9233d8cbe4cd27.jpg
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My students’ vocabulary creation: 

Vocabulary Phone Apps 

1. After learning a tier-2 or tier-3 vocabulary word, 
students brainstorm what a phone app that’s 
been aptly named said vocabulary word would 
do for its user. 

2. Students create an icon for the app 
3. Students create a description of the app that an 

online app store would write to try to convince 
you to buy it, explaining what the app does in 
the process. 

4. Students write a review from a purchaser of the 
app. 

5. Students publish the information all together in 
a format that we can hang out in the hallway, 
which serves as our App Store. 

http://corbettharrison.com/free_lessons/Vocab-Phone-Apps.htm
http://corbettharrison.com/images/vocab-collectors/phone-apps/MASON-Legerdemain.jpg
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https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/0a/23/fa/0a23fa6b9646efd6f8e63454225645aa.jpg
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New Lesson:  Vocabulary-inspired Horror Movie Posters 
a vocabulary word must be in the movie’s title or its ‘tag line.’ 

http://corbettharrison.com/images/lesson_images/Vocab-Horror-Movies/two-samples-large.jpg
http://corbettharrison.com/free_lessons/Vocab-Horror-Movies.htm
http://corbettharrison.com/free_lessons/Vocab-Horror-Movies.htm
http://corbettharrison.com/free_lessons/Vocab-Horror-Movies.htm
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What W.A.C., anti-plagiarism techniques, and/or vocabulary goals do you see yourself 
being able to fit in next year? 

Juggling W.A.C. & Clowning around with Vocab. 
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A Poem I Share with my Students & Teachers 
think about this poem’s metaphorical idea on a personal and a professional level 

Fire by Judy Brown 
 
What makes a fire burn 
is space between the logs, 
a breathing space. 
Too much of a good thing, 
too many logs 
packed in too tight 
can douse the flames 
almost as surely 
as a pail of water would. 

So building fires 
requires attention 
to the spaces in between, 
as much as to the wood. 

When we are able to build 
open spaces 
in the same way 
we have learned 
to pile on the logs, 
then we can come to see how 
it is fuel, and absence of the fuel 
together, that make fire possible. 
 
We only need to lay a log 
lightly from time to time. 

A fire 
grows 
simply because the space is there, 
with openings 
in which the flame 
that knows just how it wants to burn 
can find its way. 

How might you add to your “writing plate” 
next year without killing the fire? 

http://www.loveyourselfnaturally.com/a-poem-fire-judy-brown/


Visit our website for free lessons! 
http://corbettharrison.com 

Visit our Teachers Pay Teachers 
store for both free and for-pay products! 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Always-Write  

Our Best Sellers at Teachers Pay Teachers 

10 Notebook Bingo Cards 366 SWT Slides 8 Choice Menus for Workshop 

The above three popular products can also be bundled for a discounted price. 

Reading Workshop Bingo 10 Vocab. Lessons Tier-2 Vocab. Poems for Groups 

Our for-pay products at TPT can all be previewed at no cost.  Be sure to preview them before 
committing to buy; we want all our customers to be 100% happy with their purchases. 

http://corbettharrison.com/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Always-Write
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Always-Write
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Always-Write
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Always-Write
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Full-Set-Writers-Notebook-Bingo-Cards-2228372
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Full-Set-Writers-Notebook-Bingo-Cards-2228372
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Full-Set-Writers-Notebook-Bingo-Cards-2228372
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/366-Sacred-Writing-Time-Slides-For-Writers-Notebooks-Journals-2242962
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/366-Sacred-Writing-Time-Slides-For-Writers-Notebooks-Journals-2242962
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/366-Sacred-Writing-Time-Slides-For-Writers-Notebooks-Journals-2242962
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/8-Restaurant-Themed-Writing-Choice-Menus-For-Writers-Notebooks-Journals-2243039
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Writers-Notebook-Bundle-Bingo-Cards-SWT-Slides-and-Menus-2243111
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Full-Set-Reading-Notebook-Bingo-Cards-2245487
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Vocabulary-Collecting-11-lessons-that-teach-vocabulary-and-writing-2245381
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/18-Tier-2-Vocab-Quick-Poems-great-words-for-Socratic-Seminar-lit-discussions-2180288
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/18-Tier-2-Vocab-Quick-Poems-great-words-for-Socratic-Seminar-lit-discussions-2180288
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/18-Tier-2-Vocab-Quick-Poems-great-words-for-Socratic-Seminar-lit-discussions-2180288

