
What’s a 25-cent word, Mr. Harrison? 
Each week, as part of my vocabulary-collecting routine, my students owe me a “dollar’s 
worth of words,” or four “25-cent words.”   

 

Every Friday, they submit their four words to me on this special collecting form, and they 
must showcase each word using one of ten different choice options I provide and teach them 
during the first months of my school year.  This becomes a weekly writing and vocabulary 
grade, and every Friday we share our words, playing games with them so that everybody not 
only shares but also learns new words from one another. 

 

On the next five pages, you will find several of the PowerPoint slides that I share with my 
students when explaining what a 25-cent word is.  These come from a longer PowerPoint. 

 

At our website, we sell eleven ready-to-use PowerPoint lessons that teach all ten writing 
activities my students may choose from.  I’m very proud of the Common Core-inspired 
literature students analyze and discuss as they learn about the ten writing challenges I give 
my students to choose from.  Click here and you can preview several of the 11 lessons. 

 

For student samples of what “published 25-cent words” look like, kindly visit this free-to-
access Pinterest board where I celebrate some of my students’ best submissions for this 
weekly routine in my classroom. 
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Vocabulary Collectors 

This Year You Will Collect Dozens of New Words! 

What kind of words to collect…  
 

The older you grow, the more sophisticated your vocabulary should become.  
Discuss with a partner the  rationale for placing the following words in the 
different columns of this “word classification system.” 

1¢ words 5¢ words 10¢ words 25¢ words 50¢ words 

The 
a/an 
I 
is 
of 
in 
me 
was 
she 

big 
fun 
nice 
walk 
run 
hit 
dog 
tree 
cup 

delicate 
useless 
violet 
blame 
dislike 
polish 
teen-ager 
doctor 
unicorn 

idealistic 
perplexed 
convivial 
banter 
circumscribe 
daunt 
exuberance 
despot 
whimsy 

graupel 
hypermetropia 
crepescular 
nunatak 
ombrophobia 
philatelist  
autotroph 
acrolith 
quidnunc 
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You know you’re a little kid when you are 
still excited by pennies and nickels. 
 

Everybody needs these words to make 
sentences and to convey ideas in basic 
ways.  These words never go away. 
 

At some point, you start paying more 
attention to the dime words. 

These are your “little kid” words. 
 



Vocabulary Collectors 

This Year You Will Collect Dozens of New Words! 

What kind of words to collect…  
 

The older you grow, the more sophisticated your vocabulary should be.  
Discuss with a partner the  rationale for placing the following words in 
the different columns of this “word classification system.” 

10¢ words 25¢ words 

delicate 
useless 
violet 
blame 
dislike 
polish 
teen-ager 
doctor 
unicorn 

idealistic 
perplexed 
convivial 
banter 
circumscribe 
daunt 
exuberance 
despot 
whimsy 

Ten-centers are harder words that you 
start learning when you start losing your 
“little kid” voice.  Older kids use these. 

To be a ten-cent word, you must know 
what the word means without needing 
any other words to clue you in. 
 
Twenty-five cent words require context 
clues or dictionaries to recall meaning. 



Vocabulary Collectors 

This Year You Will Collect Dozens of New Words! 

What kind of words to collect…  
 

The older you grow, the more sophisticated your vocabulary should be.  
Discuss with a partner the  rationale for placing the following words in 
the different columns of this “word classification system.” 

50¢ words 

graupel 
hypermetropia 
crepescular 
nunatak 
ombrophobia 
philatelist  
autotroph 
acrolith 
quidnunc 

Fifty-cent words are words that only 
specialists or trivia experts know without 
having to look them up.   

Everybody should have at least one fifty-
cent word in their personal collection—a 
word they know the meaning of but 
almost no one else does. 
 
What’s your fifty-cent word? 
 



Vocabulary Collectors 

This Year You Will Collect Dozens of New Words! 

What kind of words to collect…  
 

The older you grow, the more sophisticated your vocabulary should be.  
Discuss with a partner the  rationale for placing the following words in 
the different columns of this “word classification system.” 

25¢ words 

idealistic 
perplexed 
convivial 
banter 
circumscribe 
daunt 
exuberance 
despot 
whimsy 

If you’re reading a hard enough book, 
you will be encountering 25-cent words 
for yourself on every page or—at 
least—every other. 

All this year, you will be analyzing our in-
class and out-of-class texts for 25-cent 
words.  Store your words on a bookmark. 
 

Each week, you will select your four best 
from your bookmark.  They will become… 
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