
Analytical Essay Rough Draft 
by Ryan and Amanda, 8th graders 
 
Dr. Seuss creates an engaging but emotionally powerful plot, 
that describes the lives of numerous beings. Intertwined in the 
story, these organisms create examples of the notion that 
funny things are everywhere. The perspective of the story 
changes and we are introduced to a variety of different 
characters and settings. At the start of this piece, we meet 
practical animals, such as fish, but as it progresses, we also 
encounter fantasies of Dr. Seuss, like the Yink and the Gack, 
who play supporting roles. The title “One Fish, Two Fish, Red 
Fish, Blue Fish” is misleading considering how the focus of 
this changes to these imaginary creatures who constantly 
twist your predictions. 
 
Every stanza establishes its own rhyming pattern and uses 
repetition in his sentence fluency. His paragraphs show some sort of similarity, almost creating 
a start and stop poem every stanza, tying his last thought to his first. The plot grows into a more 
animated story as he attempts to tie together his imaginary thoughts with realistic meaning.  
 
Dr. Seuss uses this book to plant an idea in your head that opening your mind to the enjoyable 
parts of the world is sometimes most important. We learn to appreciate the smaller, almost 
goofy things in life that make us smile. As unrealistic this book is, we can still relate it to our life 
that also has funny things everywhere. 
 

 
Analytical Essay Rough Draft 
by Jessica, Jacie, and Matt, 8th graders 
 

The classic children's book “One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue 
Fish” by Dr. Seuss is an exquisite work of literature, and a must-
read for anyone under the age of six years old. Dr. Seuss 
describes a variety of random occurrences throughout the book, 
such as Ned not liking his little bed, or Mr. Gump riding his seven-
humped wump.  Each new page in this classic introduces a new 
plot, so there is no one set plot in this book. The rhymes cause a 
flow to form when you are reading, making the book all the more 
silly. 
 
Though there is no consistent plot throughout this book, there is a 
theme. Dr. Seuss tries to convey the message that funny, peculiar 
things are everywhere if you look hard enough. If you’re having a 
hard day, try to think of funny and odd things in your life. Striving 
to be creative? It will help you in many aspects of your life. This 
book helps children to feel free to be creative. 

 
Dr. Seuss’ classic writing style is very creative and simplistic. His use of rhymes makes the story 
enjoyable and helps the words flow. The rhymes in Seuss’ story were not used to make sense, 
but to add context and keep the story going. His creative approach on storytelling makes this an 
enjoyable and classic book to read. 
 
 

Got revision suggestions?   
Give two per essay! 



Analytical Essay Rough Draft 
by Ben and Colton 
 
The story “One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish” 
encompasses a very complicated plot with many 
different characters. Within the tale are characters 
that progress with detail as the plot thickens. Many 
of them perform a variety of odd tasks and the 
narrator details them all with much precision. This 
story is really just a jumble of short stories with no 
real protagonist or antagonist. 
 
The theme of the novel throws around the idea that 
diversity isn't a bad thing after all and we can all 
learn something from one another. The crazy 
characters and even crazier tasks that they perform 
show how different everyone can be. However, too 

much diversity can be a problem, as shown in some of the more negative expert excerpts. 
Seuss was attempting to express that everything should be in moderation.  
 
As for writing style, there's much to be left desired. There is rhyming in just about every 
sentence which causes the plot to thicken. 
 

 
Analytical Essay Rough Draft 
by Hannah & Emily 
 
“One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish,” by Dr. Seuss, distributes a hidden message in his 
classic picture book. The unnamed narrator describes to the audience the variations among his 
world. Constantly, the question of “why is everything unique” is implied and in a simplistic sense, 
the answer is “I don’t know.” 
 
 Page after page, it becomes clearer that there is an 
absence of a plot. There are only the static patterned 
sentences describing the narrator’s encounters in a 
peculiar, lesser known way. Each sentence is artfully 
adorned with a few or more rhyming words, adding to 
the flow of the story. Sophistication of his writing suffers 
but even so, Dr. Seuss crafted a light, up-lifting piece. 
 
Approaching the end of the book, a hidden theme 
emerges. After the timeless rhymes about many 
creatures with many variations, Dr. Seuss shuts the 
book with a sweet and obvious statement.  Whether it is a wump with seven humps or a fat fish 
with a yellow hat, Dr. Seuss conveys the point that the differences are infinite and should be 
accepted for what they are. This masterpiece of his doesn’t include any dynamic characters, but 
the theme is strong and carefully crafted. 
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