A few days before their own rough drafts were due, | showed my students how my rough draft had turned out. We used
feedback cards to rank some of the writing skills I’d done mini lessons on. | was sure to point out how different my draft
sounded here than it had in my writer’s notebook entry; that should happen to writing as it develops, | told them.




The best feedback | got from my kids was that the story sounded like a narrative, and | had told them | was trying to

share a persuasive message. “Maybe you should move that part about ‘people exploding to the beginning” is what they
told me.

| thanked them for the good idea. My second draft took this suggestion to heart.




