
Sophisticated 
Sentences 

teaching grammar and punctuation in context 

This ACTIVE session will have you explore—through writing—what it means to 
learn grammar and punctuation “in context.”  You will be required to talk to 
someone else as you create original contexts, and you will need to use both logic 
and creativity with your partner(s). 
 
Groups of two, three, or four are acceptable, but everyone must pull his/her own 
weight.  Non-participants will learn nothing, and if you find yourself stuck with a 
non-participant, you have my permission to sit with a functioning group. 

Follow along on-line:  http://corbettharrison.com/documents/witchita3.pdf  



Ridiculous Grammatical 
Vocabulary 

an example of creating something in context 

A very basic explanation:  If you’re using a pronoun in a sentence, the antecedent is 
the person, place, or thing that the pronoun is standing in for. 

When the elephants finally woke up, the zookeeper fed them tofu and turnip tops. 

When the elephants finally woke up, the zookeeper fed them tofu and turnip tops. 

elephants is the antecedent  
        for them. 



Ridiculous Grammatical 
Vocabulary 

an example of creating something in context 

A very basic explanation:  If you’re using a pronoun in a sentence, the antecedent is 
the person, place, or thing that the pronoun is standing in for. 

When Barry and Barney entered the boutique again, the shopkeeper had him arrested. 

When Barry and Barney entered the boutique again, the shopkeeper had him arrested. 

Which one is him? 



Ridiculous Grammatical 
Vocabulary 

an example of creating something in context 

A very basic explanation:  If you’re using a pronoun in a sentence, the antecedent is 
the person, place, or thing that the pronoun is standing in for. 

As he found it on the third shelf, both he and she heard it coming from the next room. 

As he found it on the third shelf, both he and she heard it coming from the next room. 

Same he? 
Same it? 



Ridiculous Grammatical 
Vocabulary 

A quiz like this one does NOT require a new context 

Worksheet/quiz instructions: Circle the antecedent for each underlined pronoun. 

1. Alice offered me and Anne much better advice than Alec had ever 
given her. 

2. When he found the letter under his doormat, James thought it must 
have been sent by Gerry or Jermaine.   

3. The criminal knew she deserved the punishment, so she accepted it 
along with the harsh sentence given to her by the legal system. 



Worksheet/quiz instructions: Circle the antecedent for each underlined pronoun. 

1. Alice offered me and Anne much better advice than Alec had ever given her. 
2. When he found the letter under his doormat, James thought it must have 

been sent by Gerry or Jermaine.   
3. The criminal knew she deserved the punishment, so she accepted it along with 

the harsh sentence given to her by the legal system. 



What task could we give students that would 
push their understanding to the top four levels 
of Bloom’s? 



This ACTIVE session will have you explore—through writing—what it means to learn grammar and 
punctuation “in context.”  You will be required to talk to someone else as you create original contexts, 
and you will need to use both logic and creativity with your partner(s). 
 
Groups of two, three, or four are acceptable, but everyone must pull his/her own weight.  Non-
participants will learn nothing, and if you find yourself stuck with a non-participant, you have my 
permission to sit with a functioning group. 

Choice #1:  Personify the word antecedent 
• Imagine the word as a person and create a three- or four-sentence 

description of qualities like: 
Personality and/or attitude towards things 
Appearance and/or props he or she may carry 
Job description and/or regular behaviors or favorite pastimes 
Quirks and/or idiosyncrasies  

• Somehow the meaning of the word must related to the 
personification you and your group create. 



Choice #1: 

http://corbettharrison.com/images/VocabPPTs/HarrisonsExemplars/Personified.jpg
https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/fc/02/dc/fc02dc0b6955ed6a1c26085aba40a2bf.jpg


This ACTIVE session will have you explore—through writing—what it means to learn grammar and 
punctuation “in context.”  You will be required to talk to someone else as you create original contexts, 
and you will need to use both logic and creativity with your partner(s). 
 
Groups of two, three, or four are acceptable, but everyone must pull his/her own weight.  Non-
participants will learn nothing, and if you find yourself stuck with a non-participant, you have my 
permission to sit with a functioning group. 

Choice #2:  Create a Symbolic Representation/Metaphor 
for the word antecedent 
• Think of an interesting concrete noun that shares two or more 

qualities with the meaning of the vocabulary word. 
• Write a two- or three-sentence explanation of your symbolic 

representation or metaphor, making clear your connections 
between the qualities or the word and the concrete noun. 

• Conclude your explanation with a tip for remembering the word 
based on your metaphor. 



Choice #2: 



Choice #1:  Personify the word antecedent 
• Imagine the word as a person and create a three- or four-sentence description of 

qualities like: 
 Personality and/or attitude towards things 
 Appearance and/or props he or she may carry 
 Job description and/or regular behaviors or favorite pastimes 
 Quirks and/or idiosyncrasies  

• Somehow the meaning of the word must related to the personification you and your 
group create. 
 

Choice #2:  Create a Symbolic Representation/Metaphor for the word 

antecedent 
• Think of an interesting concrete noun that shares two or more qualities with the 

meaning of the vocabulary word. 
• Write a two- or three-sentence explanation of your symbolic representation or 

metaphor, making clear your connections between the qualities or the word and the 
concrete noun. 

• Conclude your explanation with a tip for remembering the word based on your 
metaphor. 



Sophisticated Sentences 
Academic vocabulary for this session: 

 
Clause: a unit of grammatical meaning that contains a single 
subject and a predicate.  Some clauses are independent, and 
others are dependent. 
Simple sentence: a sentence built from one independent 
clause. 
Complex sentence: a sentence having one independent 
clause as well as one or more dependent clause. 
Compound sentence: a sentence built from two or more 
independent clauses and having no dependent clauses. 
Compound-complex sentence: a sentence having more than 
one main clauses as well as one or more dependent clauses. 



Sophisticated Sentences 

What’s the True Objective? 
Instead of grammar worksheets, it should be original writing… 



Sophisticated Sentences 
Academic vocabulary for this session: 

 
Clause: a unit of grammatical meaning that contains a single 
subject and a predicate.  Some clauses are independent, and 
others are dependent. 
Simple sentence: a sentence built from one independent 
clause. 
Complex sentence: a sentence having one independent 
clause as well as one or more dependent clause. 
Compound sentence: a sentence built from two or more 
independent clauses and having no dependent clauses. 
Compound-complex sentence: a sentence having more than 
one main clauses as we as one of more dependent clauses. 



Sophisticated Sentences 

Coordinating Conjunction patterns Subordinating Conjunction patterns 

 
 
 
The mailman  AND  the fireman ate lunch. 
 
 
 
 
The stray dog entered BUT left soon after. 
 
 
 
 
 

The past repeats itself, YET few people 
read history carefully. 
 

 
 
 
Carol laughs WHENEVER that song plays. 
 
 
 
 
BECAUSE that song played, Carol laughed. 
 
 
 
 
 

Carol, AFTER that song played, laughed 
like a rabid hyena. 
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S , S  +  P SC , P . 

CLAUSE = subject + predicate 



Sophisticated Sentences 

Coordinating Conjunction patterns Partner Challenges: 

 
 
 
The mailman  AND  the fireman ate lunch. 
 
 
 
 
The stray dog entered BUT left soon after. 
 
 
 
 
 

The past repeats itself, YET few people 
read history carefully. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

S 
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S  +  P S  +  P 

CC 

CC 
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CLAUSE = subject + predicate 

cc Choices:  AND or OR 
Challenge: Use the word trapeze 
in your sentence. 

cc Choices:  AND or YET 
Challenge: Use a different color 
word in both predicates. 

cc Choices:  AND or SO or FOR 
Challenge: Share a fact about a 
superhero in your sentence. 



Illustrated examples of patterns at work—these are laminated and hung on my ceiling. 

https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/6a/ad/bc/6aadbc0bd27518a1a2e2964d9a1dbdba.jpg


Illustrated examples of patterns at work—these are laminated and hung on my ceiling. 

https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/d2/32/59/d23259015d8f33bf8a4173dcb8332f92.jpg


Sophisticated Sentences 

Coordinating Conjunction patterns These are the coordinating conjunctions! 

 
 
 
The mailman  AND  the fireman ate lunch. 
 
 
 
 
The stray dog entered BUT left soon after. 
 
 
 
 
 

The past repeats itself, YET few people 
read history carefully. 

But 
Or 
Yet 
So 
For 
And 
Nor 

 
Be aware: But and for can also 
be prepositions, and so that is 
a subordinating conjunction. 
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CLAUSE = subject + predicate 



Sophisticated Sentences 

Subordinating Conjunction patterns 

 
 
 
Carol laughs WHENEVER that song plays. 
 
 
 
 
BECAUSE that song played, Carol laughed. 
 
 
 
 
 

Carol, AFTER that song played, laughed 
like a rabid hyena. 
 

INDEPENDENT CLAUSE = subject + predicate  DEPENDENT CLAUSE = sc + subject + predicate  

S  +  P S  +  P SC . 

S  +  P S  +  P SC . , 

S , S  +  P SC , P . 

sc Choices:  BECAUSE or UNTIL 
Challenge: Have any word in first 
clause rhyme with any word in 
the second clause. 

sc Choices:  WHILE or AS 
Challenge: Write the sentence 
out normally but prepare to say 
it out loud using Pig Latin. 

sc Choices:  AS SOON AS or IF 
Challenge: Make one subject a 
pronoun, and the other subject 
its antecedent. 



Illustrated examples of patterns at work—these are laminated and hung on my ceiling. 

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/450852612678908172/


Illustrated examples of patterns at work—these are laminated and hung on my ceiling. 

https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/c4/8a/3b/c48a3bd3fd4d3bb4e41caed9522f3d5d.jpg


Illustrated examples of patterns at work—these are laminated and hung on my ceiling. 

https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/6a/f1/2f/6af12f8ee54ab22cff1588ac7aec9fad.jpg


Sophisticated Sentences 

Subordinating Conjunction patterns 

 
 
 
Carol laughs WHENEVER that song plays. 
 
 
 
 
BECAUSE that song played, Carol laughed. 
 
 
 
 
 

Carol, AFTER that song played, laughed 
like a rabid hyena. 
 

Common Subordinating Conjunctions 
 S  +  P S  +  P SC . 

S  +  P S  +  P SC . , 

S , S  +  P SC , P . 

INDEPENDENT CLAUSE = subject + predicate  DEPENDENT CLAUSE = sc + subject + predicate  

After 
Although 
As 
As soon as 
Because 
Before 
By the time 
Even if 
Even though 
Every time 
If 
In case 
Now that 

Once 
Only if 
Since 
So that 
Though 
Unless 
Until 
When 
Whenever 
Whereas 
Whether (or not) 
While 



And then it’s SUPER fun! 

Coordinating Conjunction patterns Subordinating Conjunction patterns 

 
 
 
The mailman  AND  the fireman ate lunch. 
 
 
 
 
The stray dog entered BUT left soon after. 
 
 
 
 
 

The past repeats itself, YET few people 
read history carefully. 
 

 
 
 
Carol laughs WHENEVER that song plays. 
 
 
 
 
BECAUSE that song played, Carol laughed. 
 
 
 
 
 

Carol, AFTER that song played, laughed 
like a rabid hyena. 

S 
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S  +  P S  +  P SC . 

S  +  P S  +  P SC . , 

S , S  +  P SC , P . 

INDEPENDENT CLAUSE = subject + predicate  DEPENDENT CLAUSE = sc + subject + predicate  



And then it’s SUPER fun! 

P S  +  P CC . 

S  +  P S  +  P SC . 

INDEPENDENT CLAUSE = subject + predicate  DEPENDENT CLAUSE = sc + subject + predicate  

For these SUPER 
SOPHISTICATED 
SENTENCES to work, 
the last “box” of one 
sentence pattern 
should be identical to 
the first “box” of the 
other sentence 
pattern. 



And then it’s SUPER fun! 

P S  +  P CC . 

S  +  P S  +  P SC . 

INDEPENDENT CLAUSE = subject + predicate  DEPENDENT CLAUSE = sc + subject + predicate  

For these SUPER 
SOPHISTICATED 
SENTENCES to work, 
the last “box” of one 
sentence pattern 
should be identical to 
the first “box” of the 
other sentence 
pattern. 



And then it’s SUPER fun! 

P S  +  P CC . 

S  +  P S  +  P SC . 

INDEPENDENT CLAUSE = subject + predicate  DEPENDENT CLAUSE = sc + subject + predicate  

For these SUPER SOPHISTICATED SENTENCES 
to work, the last “box” of one sentence 
pattern should be identical to the first “box” 
of the other sentence pattern. 

M
at

ch
! 



And then it’s SUPER fun! 

P S  +  P CC . S  +  P SC 

INDEPENDENT CLAUSE = subject + predicate  DEPENDENT CLAUSE = sc + subject + predicate  

sc Choices: WHILE, AFTER, IF or SINCE               cc Choices: AND, BUT or OR 
 

Sentence Idea:  an unfortunate way to catch food poisoning. 

Ricky devoured the rotten radish while his family watched but did nothing to stop him. 



And then it’s SUPER fun! 

P S  +  P CC . S  +  P SC 

INDEPENDENT CLAUSE = subject + predicate  DEPENDENT CLAUSE = sc + subject + predicate  

sc Choices: WHILE, AFTER, IF or SINCE               cc Choices: AND, BUT or OR 
 

Sentence Idea:  an unfortunate way to catch food poisoning. 

Ricky devoured the rotten radish while his family watched but did nothing to stop him. 



Illustrated examples of patterns at work—these are laminated and hung on my ceiling. 

https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/2e/03/90/2e0390d96b69263f86dd1a94cfc5f796.jpg


And then it’s SUPER fun! 

Coordinating Conjunction patterns Subordinating Conjunction patterns 

 
 
 
The mailman  AND  the fireman ate lunch. 
 
 
 
 
The stray dog entered BUT left soon after. 
 
 
 
 
 

The past repeats itself, YET few people 
read history carefully. 
 

 
 
 
Carol laughs WHENEVER that song plays. 
 
 
 
 
BECAUSE that song played, Carol laughed. 
 
 
 
 
 

Carol, AFTER that song played, laughed 
like a rabid hyena. 

S 

P 

S  +  P 

S  +  P 

S  +  P S  +  P 

CC 

CC 

, CC 

. 

. 

. 

S  +  P S  +  P SC . 

S  +  P S  +  P SC . , 

S , S  +  P SC , P . 

INDEPENDENT CLAUSE = subject + predicate  DEPENDENT CLAUSE = sc + subject + predicate  



And then it’s SUPER fun! 

S  +  P S  +  P , CC . 

S  +  P S  +  P SC . , 

INDEPENDENT CLAUSE = subject + predicate  DEPENDENT CLAUSE = sc + subject + predicate  



And then it’s SUPER fun! 

S  +  P S  +  P , CC . 

S  +  P S  +  P SC . , 

INDEPENDENT CLAUSE = subject + predicate  DEPENDENT CLAUSE = sc + subject + predicate  



And then it’s SUPER fun! 

S  +  P S  +  P , CC . 

S  +  P S  +  P SC . , 

INDEPENDENT CLAUSE = subject + predicate  DEPENDENT CLAUSE = sc + subject + predicate  

M
at

ch
! 



And then it’s SUPER fun! 

S  +  P S  +  P , CC . S  +  P SC , 

INDEPENDENT CLAUSE = subject + predicate  DEPENDENT CLAUSE = sc + subject + predicate  

sc choices: any               cc choices: any 
 

Sentence Idea:  Insects or spiders ruin some formal event. 



Illustrated examples of patterns at work—these are laminated and hung on my ceiling. 

https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/93/c1/55/93c155cbe47ee52efe5b03d0dcd76c87.jpg


Illustrated examples of patterns at work—these are laminated and hung on my ceiling. 



Illustrated examples of patterns at work—these are laminated and hung on my ceiling. 

https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/a5/03/6e/a5036e252b2246264b70c334e381abf5.jpg


Sophisticated Sentences 
Academic vocabulary for this session: 

 
Clause: a unit of grammatical meaning that contains a single 
subject and a predicate.  Some clauses are independent, and 
others are dependent. 
Simple sentence: a sentence built from one independent 
clause. 
Complex sentence: a sentence having one independent 
clause as well as one or more dependent clause. 
Compound sentence: a sentence built from two or more 
independent clauses and having no dependent clauses. 
Compound-complex sentence: a sentence having more than 
one main clauses as well as one or more dependent clauses. 



And then it’s SUPER fun! 

S  +  P S  +  P , CC . S  +  P SC , 

INDEPENDENT CLAUSE = subject + predicate  DEPENDENT CLAUSE = sc + subject + predicate  

When the spider crawled from her beehive hairdo, Darlene screamed loudly, so her 
prom date beat the bug to death with his boutonniere.   

S  +  P S  +  P , CC . S  +  P SC , S  +  P SC 

When the spider crawled from her beehive hairdo, Darlene screamed loudly, so her prom 
date beat the bug to death with his boutonniere as the band played “Jitterbug.” 



Making it Work… 
1. Start simple.  Don’t move ahead until almost everyone has one chunk. 
2. Require partners/groups.  Keep everyone accountable by “passing the 

pencil.” 
3. Keep it funny.  Humor goes an incredibly long way to make something 

“boring” seem fun. 
a. Require alliteration and rhyme 
b. Prepare a list of humorous sentence ideas/topics: 

• Superlatives work well!  The worst/best [noun] ever, or the 
most/least [adjective + noun]. 

• Serendipitous word pairs work well!  Roadkill + rodeo, or 
Contagious + babysitters, or Clown + lifeguard  

4. Require students to speak their punctuation aloud when sharing. 
5. Illustrate/Publish delightful sentences (and include the pattern used). 
6. During Sacred Writing Time/Free Write or Writer’s Workshop, offer 

special praise or bonuses to students who consciously put one of 
these sentence patterns to work. 
 



Sophisticated Sentences 

Coordinating Conjunction patterns Subordinating Conjunction patterns 

 
 
 
The mailman  AND  the fireman ate lunch. 
 
 
 
 
The stray dog entered BUT left soon after. 
 
 
 
 
 

The past repeats itself, YET few people 
read history carefully. 
 

 
 
 
Carol laughs WHENEVER that song plays. 
 
 
 
 
BECAUSE that song played, Carol laughed. 
 
 
 
 
 

Carol, AFTER that song played, laughed 
like a rabid hyena. 
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S  +  P S  +  P SC . 

S  +  P S  +  P SC . , 

S , S  +  P SC , P . 

INDEPENDENT CLAUSE = subject + predicate  DEPENDENT CLAUSE = sc + subject + predicate  



Sophisticated Sentences 

Adverbial Conjunction patterns Participle patterns 

 
 
 
The next session will introduce the five 
other sentence bases; AS A RESULT, 
participants will be able to create even 
more new compound and complex 
sentences. 
 
 
 
The next session will introduce the five 
other sentence bases; participants, AS A 
RESULT, will be able to create even more 
new compound and complex sentences. 

 
 
 
The teachers fled the session, hoping 
never to hear the term ‘grammar baby’ 
again. 
 
 
Hoping never to hear the term ‘grammar 
baby’ again, the teachers fled the session. 
 
 
 
The teachers, hoping never to hear the 
term ‘grammar baby’ again, fled the 
session. 

S  +  P S  +  P ; ac , . S  +  P 

S  +  P . 

INDEPENDENT CLAUSE = subject + predicate  DEPENDENT CLAUSE = sc + subject + predicate  

S S  +  P ;                 , ac , . P 

, -ing phrase     . 

-ing phrase     , 

S . P ,   -ing phrase   , 



Illustrated examples of patterns at work—these are laminated and hung on my ceiling. 

https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/a5/ce/7e/a5ce7ea0d31a7516005d268022d92fb7.jpg


Illustrated examples of patterns at work—these are laminated and hung on my ceiling. 

https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/a4/63/65/a463659f352eeac0d7dfb401eb0ffe3f.jpg


Illustrated examples of patterns at work—these are laminated and hung on my ceiling. 

https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/d1/bf/ab/d1bfab80b85c4d9e7fbb17516b335be8.jpg

